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' Seminarists and Their Studies 
Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope Pius XI to His Emi- 
ence Cardinal Cajetan Bisleti, on Seminaries and the Studies of 
eminarins. 

MONG all the very sacred trusts which the scope of 
A our Apostolic charge embraces there is surely none 
reater in importance or extent than that of planning and 
ecuring an ample supply of good priests for the Church 
or the performance of her sacred offices. This trust is, 
ndeed, such that it carries with it the dignity and the 
fficiency and the very life of the Church. Its bearing, 
1oreover, on the salvation of the human race is supreme, 
or the immense graces secured for the world by Jesus 
christ, the Redeemer, are not shared in by men except 
hrough “the ministers of Christ and the dispensers of the 
nysteries of God.”? Thus when We gaze out from this 
hair of Blessed Peter, on which We have been Divinely 
laced through no merit of Our own, upon the Catholic 
vorld which is committed to our immediate care, We can 
ecognize on the one hand what are the needs of souls and 
he extent thereof, and on the other how insufficient is the 
lergy in many places for these same needs, especially if 
uimbers be considered. Furthermore, We see how the 
lifficulties in the way of a right solution, though always 
nost perplexing, are now made much graver by the rav- 
wes and losses of the late war. If this be rightly a griev- 
is sorrow to all who have at heart the glory of God and 
he salvation of their neighbor, no one will be surprised 
hat We, more than any one else, find in it a matter of 
leep and thoughtful concern since on Us rests the bur- 
len of all the churches. Hence at the beginning of Our 
Supreme Pastorate one of our first cares is to bring a very 
special interest to bear upon a problem of such impor- 
ance, and above all to secure the cooperation of the Urban 
Congregation whose province it is to supervise throughout 
the world the education and instruction of clerically in- 
inclined young men. We are, indeed, conscious that 
through the cooperation of the same Congregation many 
very timely plans were carried into effect by Our predeces- 
sors. All of these We strongly approve and confirm by 
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the right of Our authority. Yet there are some of these 
which We desire to stress all the more insistently as they 
are most conducive to the sacred end in view. To you, 
therefore, beloved: son, as Prefect of the same Sacred 
Congregation We send this letter. You share more inti- 
mately than others in this problem which confronts us 
and We, therefore, make use of you to convey to others 
Our plans for a solution. 

First of all, since there is, as We have said, a very inti- 
mate relation between Holy Orders and the Church there 
can be no doubt that enough men are destined for the 
priesthood at all times by God, else God would fail His 
Church in an essential matter, to assert which were blas- 
phemous. However, just as in other matters which are 
necessary for the common salvation of souls, so too, here, 
the law of Divine Providence holds that the prayers of the 
Faithful are very efficacious in obtaining this favor from 
God. For all clearly understand the meaning of those 
words: “The harvest indeed is great, but the laborers few. 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He send 
forth laborers into His harvest.”! Wherefore since pious 
folk have been wont to fulfil this duty, as they are taught 
by the example of the Church itself, We turn Our particu- 
lar care and attention to the exact execution of the pre- 
scriptions of the Code of Canon Law to secure an increase 
in the number of candidates for Holy Orders: “Let 
priests, especially pastors, see to it that with special vigil- 
ance they safeguard from all worldly contagion those boys 
who give signs of a vocation to the Church, that they train 
them to piety, guide them in their early studies and foster 
in them the seeds of the Divine vocation.”? Then, too, 
when they judge that the time is ripe, they will make every 
effort to have their pupils trained in some clerical semi- 
nary that the work they have begun in them may be 
brought to final maturity. If this be prevented by the 
young aspirant’s poverty and the priests find themselves 
unable to supply the necessary means, let them arouse 
the interest of the Faithful that they may help, explaining 
to them how holy a cause this is and how thoroughly prac- 


' Matt.: ix. 37, 38. 
* Codex Turis Canonici, Canon 1353. 
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tical. Just here We cannot refrain from asking all who 
love the Church to cherish with great interest and to 
further this “work of ecclesiastical vocations” which has 
been so auspiciously begun, for it has as its aim the assist- 
ance of boys of good promise whether they be at home, 
with the parish priests, or within the walls of the semi- 
naries. 

We are greatly concerned with the regulation frequently 
insisted upon by Our Predecessors Leo XIII and Piux X, 
and every effort must be made to carry it into effect, viz., 
that ecclesiastical seminaries be not used for any purpose 
other than that for which they were founded, which is the 
proper education of ministers of the Sacraments. Where- 
fore not only should boys or young men who show no 
inclination of will towards the priesthood be debarred from 
entrance—it is astonishing, indeed, how detrimental their 
company is to clerical students—but both the exercises of 
piety and the schedule of studies and the plan of govern- 
ment itself should have this end solely in view that the 
souls of the students be rightly prepared for the per- 
formance of their Divine task. Let this be for all semi- 
naries, without exception, an inviolate law. Indeed, if up 
to the present this had been scrupulously obeyed, there 
would not now be such a shortage of priests in almost all 
places. For it so easily happens that seminaries which 
are not ruled in a way proper to their own peculiar char- 
acter, retain indeed their name and undoubtedly are of 
decided benefit to the State, but of very little or no use 
whatsoever to the priesthood. 

It is not Our intention to explain here how seminaries 
ought to be conducted so as to be suited to the education 
of priests who are well trained both in piety and in learn- 
ing, yet there are a few points that We greatly desire, 
beloved son, should be carefully looked to by the Bishops 
everywhere, since they are of the greatest weight and 
importance. 

The first concerns the study of the Latin language 
which ought to be cultivated and furthered with great 
diligence in schools for priestly aspirants. To know this 
language and to have facility in using it is of importance 
not so much to culture and learning as to religion. For 
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by its very vocation the Church gathers all nations in its 
embrace, is to last to the end of the world and forbids the 
uneducated a share in its government. It therefore needs 
a language by its very nature universal, unchangeable, not 
normally in use among the people. Latin is such a lan- 
guage and it has been Divinely ordained that it should be 
of untold usefulness to the Church in its teaching capacity 
and that it should serve as a great bond of unity between 
Christian scholars of every race. It affords them, indeed, 
not only an easy means of exchanging their thoughts and 
counsels, whether they be geographically separated from 
one another or be gathered in one place but, what is more 
important, it brings them into closer contact with the 
concerns and interests of Mother Church and proves a 
bond of intimate unity with the Head of the Church. 
For both these reasons, omitting others, it is evident that 
the clergy more than others ought to be specially inter- 
ested in the Latin language. We do not here reecho the 
praises in which this idiom is so commonly extolled, that 
it is terse, rich, harmonious, full of majesty and dignity, 
so that one might almost say that it had been formed to 
subserve the glory of the Roman Pontificate to which was 
handed down as an inheritance the very seat of the Em- 
pire. If, then, in any one of the laity with any slight cul- 
ture, ignorance of the Latin language which might truly 
be called Catholic, betrays a lukewarm love of the Church, 
how much more proper is it that each and every priest 
should be competently conversant with and skilled in that 
same language! Assuredly it is their duty to safeguard 
Latin all the more carefully as they recognize the bitter 
attacks made against it by the adversaries of Catholic 
truth who weakened the doctrinal oneness of Faith, in 
Europe in the 16th century. For these reasons, as is 
prescribed in Canon Law (Can. 1364), in schools, in 
which those who are the hope of the priesthood are under 
training, We wish the students to be taught Latin very 
carefully. Then, too, for the further reasons, that in after 
years, when they have reached the higher branches in 
which Latin is the vehicle both of lecture and of study, it 
will not be found that their ignorance of this language 
renders them incapable of grasping the matter fully, that 
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they are unqualified to take part in those scholastic disputa- 
tions whereby the minds of young men are sharpened for 
the defense of the truth. Neither will it happen, as We 
grieve to find frequently, that our clerical students and 
priests, having carelessly applied themselves to the study 
of Latin literature, pass over the voluminous works of the 
Fathers and Doctors of the Church wherein the dogmas 
of Faith are found clearly expounded and irrefutably de- 
fended, and seek for a competency of doctrine from 
authors of rather recent date in whom one usually finds 
wanting not only clarity of style and accuracy @ argu- 
mentative exposition but even trustworthy interpretation 
of dogmas. Hence the admonition of Paul to Timothy, 
“Hold the form of sound words” . . . “Keep that which 
is committed to thy trust, avoiding the profane novelties of 
words, and oppositions of knowledge falsely so called, 
which some promising, have erred concerning the Faith,?” 
if ever applicable anywhere, is pertinent in a peculiar way 
to these times when so very many are continually exploit- 
ing all kinds of specious untruths cloaked in the name and 
guise of science. How can anyone unmask and refute 
these fallacies unless he thoroughly understands the mean- 
ing of the dogmas of Faith and the force of the terms 
whereby they have been solemnly defined, in fine unless he 
knows the very language which the Church uses? 

The second matter in which We ask for a peculiar 
vigilance on the part of the Bishops pertains to the higher 
studies of clerical students. Of course whatever has been 
prescribed with wise foresight in Canon Law on this sub- 
ject ought to be holily and inviolably observed, since its 
purpose is to secure a suitable number of priests who will 
not be unfit for a task of such large proportions. There- 
fore, when they have completed their liberal studies, our 
young students are to give themselves to the study of 
philosophy with exact application for two years at least, 
that they may be properly prepared for sacred theology. 
By philosophy we understand scholastic philosophy in 
which decided progress has been made by the unremitting 
work of the Fathers and Doctors of the schools and which 
was finally brought to the highest point of perfection by 


*II Tim. i. 13. 
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the labors and talents of Thomas Aquinas. This is the 
philosophy which Our illustrious Predecessor Leo XIII 
did not hesitate to call “the fortress of the Faith and solid 
bulwark of religion.” Assuredly this same Leo has won 
praise for bringing back this philosophy and reawakening 
a love for and interest in the Angelic Doctor. Accord- 
ingly it is Our judgment that of all the results which he 
achieved during his long Pontificate with such immense 
profit to the Church and to the State, this is so markedly 
supreme that, even if the others were not present, this one 
fact aldhe would be quite enough to immortalize the name 
of this great Pontiff. Therefore, when they lecture on this 
subject to the seminarists, let professors of philosophy 
take special pains to follow not only the plan or method 
but also the doctrines and principles of St. Thomas. They 
will do this all the more eagerly as they are conscious that 
Aquinas more than any other Doctor of the Church is an 
object of dread and terror to the modernists and other 
enemies of the Catholic Faith. 

What We have said about philosophy is to be under- 
stood about sacred theology as well. For, to use the words 
of Sixtus V: “Knowledge of this saving science which 
comes down from the plentiful sources of the Sacred 
Scripture, the Supreme Pontiffs, the holy Fathers and the 
Councils, has always proved itself of very great usefulness 
to the Church, whether it be in the clear and truthful in- 
telligence and interpretation of the Scriptures themselves, 
or in the reading and explanation of the Fathers in a safe 
and profitable way. But in these days when the times of 
danger foretold by the Apostles have come, and men, 
blasphemous and proud and seducers grow worse and 
worse, erring and driving others into error, it is certainly 
peculiarly necessary for the defense of the dogmas of 
Faith and the refutation of heresies.’”’ Indeed, that which 
gives this branch of learning both the title and character 
of a true science and, as Our beloved Predecessor has 
beautifully said, makes it “as far as it is possible for 
human reason, a complete explanation and impregnable 
defense of Divinely revealed truth,”? is none other than 


‘Bull. Triumphantis 1588. 
* Benedict XV Motu Proprio “De Romana Sancti Thomae 
Academia,” 1914. 
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scholastic philosophy which under the leadership and 
teaching of St. Thomas was employed in the service of 
that same sacred branch of learning. From it come “those 
splendid and well-knit sequences of facts and their causes, 
that order and arrangement as of soldiers drawn up in 
battle array, those clear definitions and distinctions, that 
solidity of proof and accuracy of argumentation, whereby 
light is distinguished from darkness and truth from error, 
whereby one tears off the masks behind which the false- 
hoods of heretics are trickily and deceitfully hidden and 
shows them up completely.”' From this it follows that 
those who advocate the positive method, as it is called, of 
teaching theology, to the exclusion of the scholastic 
method, do not look to the best interests of the young men, 
and they are even more recreant to their obligations who 
as professors of this branch do no more than give learned 
disquisitions on the chronology and sequence of dogmas 
and heresies. Certainly the positive method is to be joined 
with the scholastic method, but alone it is not sufficient, 
for our young men must be trained not only to demonstrate 
the truths of Faith clearly but also to explain and defend 
them. The chronological exposition of the dogmas of 
Faith and of the opposing errors belongs to ecclesiastical 
history and not to theology. 

In the third place, the one who, by virtue of his office, 
directs the studies of the seminarists, will certainly not 
be lax in fulfilling the requirements of Canon Law con- 
cerning pastoral theology ;? rather he will lay great stress 
on this branch which is so immediately concerned with the 
salvation of souls. Nor will he lecture merely on the rev- 
erence required when dealing with the things of God, but 
much more on the methods of bringing these to bear on 
the lives of men with increasingly great profit. It is here 
that he must be most keen to sense the needs of the age. 
Time in its passage has wrought in the customs of the 
Christian folk many changes unheard of in the days of 
our fathers and with these the priest of today must be 
thoroughly acquainted that he may find in the healing 
power of Jesus Christ new remedies for new evils, and 


*Sixtus V, 1. c. 
>Codex Turis Canonici, Can. 1365, 3. 
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may feed the health-giving power of religion into every 
artery of human society. ' 

Finally, beloved Son, be assured that what is set down 
in the Code of Canon Law is most in accord with Our 
wishes: “If the Bishop cannot found a diocesan seminary 
or if in a seminary already founded there is lacking a 
proper course of studies, especially in philosophical and 
theological branches, let the Bishop send the students to a 
seminary elsewhere, unless an interdiocesan or regional 
seminary has been founded with the approval of the Holy 
See.”! In this matter, it is to be desired that the Bishops, 
whom it concerns, shall take to heart these provisions of 
the Apostolic See and second them most cordially. How 
many are they who because of an insufficient number of 
superiors and instructors, or because of scarcity of money 
or for some other reason cannot themselves see to the 
proper formation of the young seminarists when they 
find them ready for their higher studies? Timely help, 
therefore, was afforded by the Holy See to these Bishops 
to aid them in fulfilling the pressing obligation of their 
office. Certain seminaries were built, especially in Italy, 
to serve the various districts and they rank high by reason 
of the fame of their executives and faculties. From these 
have come forth priests equipped for every good work 
and ready to give themselves wholly to God’s glory and 
the salvation of souls. As far as in Us lies, We wish not 
only to preserve unimpaired institutions of this kind, 
wherein the wisdom and liberality of Our Predecessors, 
Pius X and Benedict XV have been displayed, but to 
render them better in every way. Yet it is but right and 
fitting that all of the Bishops of those districts for the 
benefit of which such a seminary has been erected, should 
to the best of their ability make provision for the same. 
We ask them indeed not to do begrudgingly what is 
asked of them, not merely for the sake of all, but for their 
own sake. Indeed, if they will consider, as the fact of 
the matter is, that there is question here of each one’s 
own interest and that the interdiocesan or regional semi- 
nary is the equivalent of a seminary in each of their dioc- 
eses, in which each of them has the same rights and the 


*Codex Iuris Canonici, Can. 1354, 3. 





sat 
the 


yor 
be 

the 
car 
an 
uni 
the 
on 
cor 
of 

the 
hel 
hel 
aff 


mo 
twe 












SEMINARISTS AND THEIR STUDIES 409 





same duties, they will surely never refuse anything which 
they understand they can do for its good. 

This is what We had in mind, beloved son, to write to 
you concerning the training of seminarists. It will now 
be the duty of the Urban Congregation of which you are 
the Prefect, to see that these prescriptions are everywhere 
carefully carried into effect in the ecclesiastical seminaries 
and colleges for clerical students as well as in the great 
universities and faculties or staffs of professors, wherever 
these are under this Congregation. You will, therefore, 
on Our authority, make known these same to all whom they 
concern. With a prayer to the most blessed Virgin Mother 
of Him, who is a priest forever, We are confident that by 
the merciful grace of God this plan will prove of immense 
help to the priesthood. Moreover, as a pledge of Divine 
help and a token of Our special love We grant you most 
affectionately, beloved son, Our Apostolic blessing. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter’s on the first day of the 
month of August, the year nineteen hundred and twenty- 
two, the first of Our Pontificate. 

Prius PP. XI. 





The Propagation of the Faith 


Tue Hoty FatuHer’s Motu: Proprio 


EEING that the Divine Founder of the Church gave 
command to His Apostles: “Going, teach all nations ; 
preach the Gospel to every creature,” it is clear that the 
chief care of the Roman Pontiffs should be directed to 
seeking the eternal salvation of souls by the extension of 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ throughout the world. This 
Peter and his successors have never ceased to do. For that 
reason, when the activities and toil of enterprising men 
had, by exploring the ocean, discovered unknown lands 
and laid open for apostolic men the path to new peoples, 
Our illustrious Predecessor, Gregory XV, wisely consider- 
ing, as his acts testify, that the chief duty of the pastoral 
office is the propagation of the Christian Faith, instituted 
the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda in order to pro- 
vide for the truly immense task of the apostolate to the 
heathen. 

It is the function of this Congregation to dispatch mis- 
sionaries to all parts, and also to make suitable arrange- 
ments for their sphere of labor, to aid by advice and ma- 
terial help individual missionaries and Congregations; in 
fine, to provide for meeting the needs of the missions what- 
ever zeal for the apostolate and the manifold charity of 
Christ suggest. And as regards material resources, 
which, secondary though they be in importance, contribute 
much to the success of Catholic missions, in former times 
our Predecessors themselves bestowed them in abundance. 
Christian rulers also assisted the missions with great 
liberality. They were doubtless led to do so by the con- 
sideration of the great benefits of every kind which they 
hoped would accrue to their kingdoms and peoples. But 
in these days, as is manifest, the Apostolic See is differently 
situated ; nor can much trust be placed in State-generosity 
for extending the bounds of the Church. 

On the other hand, never, perhaps, before has there 
existed among Christian people such zeal for promoting 
the missions, as was lately aroused when Our lamented 
Predecessor, Benedict XV, published his Encyclical, 
Maximum IIlud. It was doubtless a consolation given by 
the goodness of God to that excellent and strenuous Pon- 
tiff, that, after enduring such toil and anguish dur- 
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ing the protracted war and when almost exhausted by his 
efforts to bring peace to Europe, he was enabled to look 
forward to much greater success in preaching the Gospel 
in Africa, in Asia, and America. We, who cherish the 
same hope, regard it as Our task to leave no stone un- 
turned to secure the strict observance of the measures he 
so wisely prescribed, and to supply in abundance the 
means which our missionaries need for the furtherance of 
their work. It is customary for Religious Congregations 
to seek from Christian folk the material resources they 
require for their own missions, and the people, moved 
by love of the Faith, by Christian charity, and other high 
motives, give gladly, and in some countries most gener- 
ously. But this method of begging alms is not suited to 
the needs of individual missions, nor is it feasible to ad- 
minister in that way all the missions fairly and in orderly 
fashion, so as to secure their progress and stability. 
While, therefore, with Our Predecessors, approving of 
the methods employed to aid particular missions, We 
have in mind to ensure regular provision for Catholic 
missions as a whole by a collection from the Catholic 
world in such fashion that even small sums be obtained 
among all nations and from all the children of the Church 
without exception. By these small sums a fund shall be 
amassed destined for the general support of the missions, 
and this fund entrusted to Our care and discretion and to 
that of the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda, shall be 
distributed to all the missions in accordance with the needs 
of each by those especially chosen by Us for this purpose. 
While meditating how to give effect to this intention, 
We are reminded of the famous Lyons Society, called the 
“Propagation of the Faith,” founded a hundred years ago 
by a few men illustrious for their piety and charity. No 
one is ignorant of the exceptional deserts of this institu- 
tion; indeed, it should be reckoned among the modern 
glories of Catholic France, for it is wonderful how multi- 
tudes from every part of the world, knit together by the 
bond of this Society, have been wont to aid Catholic mis- 
sions by the benefit of their alms and the support of their 
pious prayers. Wherefore, Our Predecessors have en- 
riched the work of which We speak with a wealth of 
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indulgences and privileges, and Gregory XVI, especially 
in the Apostolic Letter Probe Nostis, August 15, 1840, 
and Leo XIII, by the Encyclical Sancta Dei Civitas, 
December 3, 1880, have highly recommended it to all the 
Bishops and the whole flock of the Faithful. And We 
may take this opportunity of praising the prudence of 
both the Council of Lyons and of Paris, by which it is 
governed, and the fairness with which they have aided the 
missions, not only those founded in all parts by the illus- 
trious French nation in accordance with their traditional 
zeal for the preservation and promotion of the Faith, but 
also those founded in holy emulation by other nations im- 
bued with the spirit of Christ. 

For this cause, therefore, instead of devising some new 
method, it has seemed good to arrange that this very work 
of the propagation of the Faith be better adapted by Us 
to changed conditions, its headquarters transferred to the 
city of Rome, and that, adorned with Our authority, it 
become the official channel for collecting the alms of the 
Faithful for the benefit of all the missions. This we shall 
do all the more gladly because the Presidents of the Lyons 
and Paris Councils have written declaring that, as- devoted 
sons, they would readily embrace whatever should be 
decided by this See, dear as it is to them and their fellow- 
countrymen. In this they have shown themselves worthy 
of their Catholic profession and the name of France, since 
they have openly shown that they set such store by aiding 
tlie extension of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ in the world, 
that for its sake they do not hesitate to lay aside what they 
rightly and deservedly love. And We so much appreciate 
this disposition, which is not peculiar to them, but shared 
by all the Catholics of France, that We strongly commend 
it in the “face of the Church.” 

Accordingly, by the fulness of Apostolic authority, 
motu proprio and with sure knowledge, We decree and 
ordain: 

I.—That the Pious Society of the Propagation of the 
Faith be reconstituted, and henceforward be placed at 
Rome with the Sacred Congregation De Propaganda Fide 
that it may be the official means employed by the Apostolic 
See to collect the alms of the Faithful from all parts, and 
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to dispense them for the use of all Catholic missions. 

II.—Over the whole Society a Council shall preside 
chosen by the Sacred Congregation from the clergy of 
those nations which are accustomed to contribute a regular 
sum to the Society. 

III.—The French nation shall have a special right to 
share in this Council inasmuch as it established the work, 
and has ever effectively labored to carry the Faith to the 
heathen. 

IV.—Statutes for the government of the Society and of 
the General Council are subjoined. 

V.—Central Councils of each nation may, in accord with 
these rules, frame their own Statutes with the consent of 
the General Council, and if anywhere such Councils be 
lacking, the Bishops shall see that they are set up. But 
where something similar already exists, even though under 
another name, it shall be their duty to bring it into line 
with this Society, and remove all distinctions; for, in a 
matter of this kind, it is of the utmost importance for 
efficiency that uniformity be maintained. 

We, therefore, trusting to the patronage of the Immacu- 
late Virgin Mary, and the Princes of the Apostles, Peter 
and Paul, and of that great propagator of the Catholic 
Faith, Francis Xavier, the heavenly Patron of this 
Society, are confident that the Divine goodness will grant 
that which was so much desired by Our Predecessor, 
namely, that this Society of the Propagation of the Faith, 
and likewise the two societies recognized by this Apostolic 
See, the Holy Childhood, and that of St. Peter the Apostle 
for the training of native clergy, may now make good prog- 
ress. And We.-are confident that the Bishops and other 
Superiors will aid Us to the best of their power, each in 
his own church by making use of the “Missionary Union” - 
of the clergy; and this union, well suited to the times and 
approved by Us no less than by Our Predecessor, they 
shall hasten to establish, if it has not yet been set up. 
Whatever has been decreed by Us in this Letter, We 
order to be confirmed and ratified, notwithstanding any- 
thing to the contrary. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter’s, May 3, on the Feast of 
the Finding of the Cross, 1922, in the first year of Our 
Pontificate. Prus PP. XI. 








The Spiritual Exercises 
Tue Hoty FatHer’s Motu Proprio 


¢ has always been the chief concern of the Sovereign 
Pontiffs to commend, and highly to praise, to promote 
and strongly to encourage, all that notably makes for the 
goodness and perfection of the Christian life. Now a 
place in the front rank of all that helps towards this end 
has been won by those Spiritual Exercises that St. Igna- 
tius, under a Divine inspiration, introduced into the 
Church. For although, in the goodness and pity of God, 
there has never lacked men who should aptly set forth 
deep thoughts upon heavenly things before the eyes of the 
Faithful, yet Ignatius was the first to begin to teach a 
certain system and special method of going through 
Spiritual Retreats. He did this in the little book which 
he wrote when he was still a quife uncultured man, and 
to which he himself gave the name of “Spiritual Exer- 
cises.” This method was such as wonderfully to help the 
Faithful to hate sin, and to plan out their life holily after 
the model of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

To the power of the Ignatian method is due the fact 
that, as Our late famous Predecessor avowed, the high 
value of these Exercises has been sealed by the “experience 
of the last three centuries . . . and by the witness of all 
who during that time have put forth the chiefest flowers of 
ascetic self-control and holiness of deed.” Along with the 
many bright and shining examples of holiness actually 
found in the household of St. Ignatius itself, who most 
frankly acknowledge that it is from the Exercises, as its 
source, that they have drawn the whole plan of their virtue, 
We love also to recall, from among the secular clergy, those 
two Lamps of the Church, St. Francis of Sales and St. 
Charles Borromeo. Francis, when seeking duly to prepare 
himself for episcopal consecration, carefully took leisure to 
make the Ignatian Exercises, and during them mapped out 
for himself that plan of life, to which he ever thereafter 
clung, according to the principles for the “reformation of 
life” handed down in St. Ignatius’s little book. As for 
Charles Borromeo, as Our late Predecessor of happy 
memory, Pius X, has shown, and as We Ourselves have 
proved in historical papers published before We were 
raised to the Supreme Pontificate, he, after experiencing 
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that the force of the Exercises drove him onwards to a 
more perfect life, went on to ‘spread abroad their use 
among clergy and laity alike. Among holy men and women 
belonging to Religious bodies, it will be enough to quote, 
for the sake of example, that mistress of most lofty con- 
templation, Teresa, and the son of the*Seraphic Patriarch, 
Leonard of Port Maurice, who rated St. Ignatius’s little 
book so highly, that he owned he wholly followed its plan 
when winning souls to God. 

Accordingly this book, so small in bulk, yet so “wonder- 
ful,” has, from its very first edition, been solemnly ap- 
proved by the Roman Pontiffs; they have loudly extolled 
it, have furthered it by their Apostolic authority, and have 
never ceased to lead men to use it, by heaping the gift of 
holy indulgences upon it, and gracing it with ever-renewed 
praises. 

We regard it as certain that most of the ills of our day 
start from this: “No man thinketh in his heart” (Jer. xii, 
11); and We deem it proved that the Spiritual Exercises, 
made according to the plan of St. Ignatius, are amply 
strong enough to break through the most stubborn prob- 
lems under which human society is now groaning; and we 
have studied the rich crop of virtues that ripens today no 
less than of old in spiritual retreats, and not only among 
members of Religious Congregafions and the secular 
clergy, but also among the laity ; and, what in our age is 
worthy of special and separate remark, among the work- 
ing classes themselves. Therefore we earnestly wish that 
the making of these Spiritual Exercises should daily 
spread wider and wider abroad; and that those houses of 
devotion, into which men withdraw for a whole month, or 
for eight days, or for fewer, there to put themselves into 
training for the perfect Christian life, may come into 
being everywhere more and more numerously, and may 
flourish. 

y This is what Our love for the Lord’s flock makes Us beg 
trom God; and in answer to the burning zeal and petitions 
of the sacred Hierarchy of practically the whole Catholic 
world, no less of the Eastern than of the Latin rites, and at 
this time, too, within which falls the 300th year since the 
canonization of St. Ignatius, and the 400th since the writ- 
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ing of this golden little book, and eager Ourselves to give 
no doubtful signs of the thankfulness of Our own heart 
towards the Holy Patriarch, and setting before Our eyes 
the examples of Our Predecessors, who assigned patrons 
and guardians to this or that institution, and having called 
a council of Our Venerable Brethren, the Cardinals of the 
Holy Roman Church who preside over the Congregation 
of Sacred Rites, We, by Our Apostolic authority, declare, 
constitute and announce St. Ignatius of Loyola to be the 
Heavenly Patron of all Spiritual Exercises, and accord- 
ingly of all institutes, sodalities, or groups of whatever 


sort, which bestow their care and zeal/A1pon those who are . 


making the Spiritual Exercises. 

And We decree that these Our letters are and ever will 
be firm, valid, and efficacious, and that to them belong and 
shall accrue their proper, full, and integral effects, notwith- 
standing anything whatsoever to the contrary. 


Pius PP. XI. 
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A Great Missionary Conference 
London Catholic “Times,” October 7, 1922 


A great national celebration of the centenary of the 
\ssociation for the Propagation of the Faith and of the 
Tercentenary of the Congregation of Propaganda was 
held in Westminster Cathedral September 28 to October 2 
inclusive. . . . All the great missionary Orders, without 
exception, were represented and had a voice in the delib- 
erations, which were presided over by the Hierarchy of 
Great Britain and attended also by hundreds of priests 
who minister to the Faithful at home. A distinguished 
member of the Congregation of Mary Immaculate from 
the frozen North rubbed shoulders with a Jesuit mission- 
ary from torrid India, whilst a Father from China, in 
‘orgeous native attire, told the story of the Church’s: prog- 
ress in the Celestial Empire. From the leper missions of 
Molokai came a priest who presented a vivid study of the 
work originated by the saintly Father Damien in the 
Islands of the Hawaii, whose heroic spirit is still the 
driving force of Catholic propaganda in those parts. Mill 
‘Till missionaries from India, Central Africa, Jesuit “Black 
Robes” from North and South America, Holy Ghost 
athers and White Fathers, who labor in the Dark Conti- 
nent, were but a few of the bewildering array from Orders 
of clergy at the celebration. A most worthy place was 
held by the Congregations of noble nuns who gladly sacri- 
fice themselves on behalf of the spiritual and temporal 
welfare of the black and yellow races now slowly but 
surely emerging from the darkness of paganism. 

A picturesque afternoon event was the opening of the 
missionary exhibition in the spacious Cathedral grounds. 
This was attended among others by missionary Fathers 
from all parts of the world, including Marists, White 
Fathers, Capuchins, Franciscans, Oblates of Mary Immac- 
ulate, Dominicans, Mill Hill Fathers, Benedictines, Sal- 
vatorians, Holy Ghost Fathers, Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart, Vincentians, Salesians, Pius Society of Missions, 
Carmelites, etc., habited in their distinctive dress. Even 
for Catholics the sight of such an assemblage of foreign 
missionaries was a most rare one. Members of the West- 
minster Cathedral Chapter, secular priests, nuns, and rep- 
resentative laity from all quarters were present. 
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The first phase of the celebrations was the Solemn 
Votive Mass, pro Propagatione Fidei, sung in the Cathe- 
dral by the Right Rev. Bishop Hanlon, of St. Joseph’s 
Missionary Society, a former Vicar-Apostolic of the Upper 
Nile (Uganda). 

On September 29, Cardinal Bourne presided at the 
general meeting, the most important gathering of its kind 
during the Conference, held in the Caxton Hall, West- 
minster. His Eminence in opening the proceedings, an- 
nounced that a letter from the Holy Father had been 
received in connection with the assembly. The large audi- 
ence rose whilst the Pontiff’s message was read as follows: 


“To Our beloved son Francis Bourne, Cardinal Priest of 

the Holy Roman Church, Archbishop of Westminster ; 
“Beloved Son, Health and Apostolic Blessing : 

“When on the occasion of the tercentenary of the 
foundation of the Sacred Congregation de Propaganda 
Fide We delivered an address at St. Peter’s, not only to 
those present, but also to all Catholics, We were confident 
that abundant fruit, would accrue to the words which We 
uttered under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Para- 
clete, on the very day of Pentecost. And indeed the out- 
come of events seems to accord with Our expectation, for 
We know that Our Venerable Brethren in the Episco- 
pate, of whom so many were present at the solemn func- 
tion, sharing Our solicitude, have addressed the Faithful 
committed to their care, earnestly imploring in Our name 
their help and their alms for the preservation of the sacred 
missions. Moreover, while We are greatly pleased at the 
zeal of the Bishops in a matter of such importance, Our 
pleasure is increased by the news which We have lately 
received that the Catholics of Great Britain are preparing 
to celebrate a triduum of thanksgiving and a missionary 
conference to commemorate the tercentary of the founda- 
tion of the Sacred Congregation, with which happily coin- 
cides the centenary of the Association for the Propagation 
of the Faith. When the Cardinal Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation brought to Our notice the order of the pro- 
posed celebrations, We noted with pleasure that you, 
Beloved Son, by whose authority they are to be held, will 
preside with the assistance and cooperation of other British 
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Bishops. And if we consider the names of those who have 
been chosen to organize the conference and speak on the 
various subjects, We do not doubt that the commemoration 
will be worthy of the dignity and importance of the occa- 
sion. 

“Indeed, We are confident that the clergy and Faithful 
of Great Britain will derive from the conference an in- 
crease of faith and will imbibe that spirit of brotherly love 
which should inspire the citizens of the nation whose Em- 
pire extends so widely over land and sea. We speak of that 
brotherly love whereby we are all brethren in Christ Jesus, 
whose power is such that when allowed to take deep root 
in the heart all distinctions of nationality are set aside; 
and in the Catholic missionary, to whatever nation or 
Congregation he belongs, a Catholic recognizes a brave and 
generous man who is duly exercising the function of the 
Apostolate to the heathen at the cost of the utmost toil and 
often of life itself. Moreover, imbued with this spirit, 
Catholics will contribute generously to the support of the 
sacred missions without distinction, just as Christian char- 
ity extends to all men whatsoever without distinction of 
race from which they have sprung. 

“To aid by every means in our power the extension of 
the Christian name among peoples ‘who sit in the shadow 
of death’ and to further the eternal salvation of such 
multitudes of abandoned men, is of all works the most 
excellent and even we may say Divine. Such is the task 
to which the Association for the Propagation of the Faith . 
is known to devote itself with such burning zeal that not 
only does it hold the chief place among similar institu- 
tions, but it even seems to have been providentially de- 
signed for mankind, so that no longer may be delayed the 
realization of the petition which we so frequently make 
to our Heavenly Father in the words of Divine institu- 
tion: ‘Thy Kingdom come.’ 

“On this account there is nothing so much to be desired 
as that all Catholics should be enrolled in the Association 
for the Propagation of the Faith, which, having been 
enriched by Our Predecessors in the course of the hun- 
dred years past with a wealth of sacred indulgences, We 
Ourselves have lately, on the happy occasion of this 
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solemn commemoration, bound by a special tie and made 
immediately subject to this Apostolic See; so that hence- 
forth the Roman Pontiff shall have at his disposal this 
organization as a valuable means for collecting alms to be 
distributed in due season to the outposts of the sacred 
missions. Seeing that the Association has as auxiliaries 
the Society of the Holy Childhood and the Society of St. 
Peter, which attends to the due formation of native clergy, 
it is plain for all to see that both these organizations 
should take precedence of other undertakings of this kind, 
which, however laudable, are limited to some special object. 

“Knowing as We do their Christian charity, together 
with their zeal for the Faith and devotion to the Holy See, 
We are confident that the Catholics of Great Britain will 
listen to Our appeal and that this conference which they 
will shortly hold in the Cathedral of Westminster will not 
end in empty declamation, as so often happens in secular 
congresses, but that it will produce such benefit to Cath- 
olic missions that We may seem to be able to say to the 
heathen people: ‘Lift up your heads, because your redemp- 
tion is at hand.’ : 

“Meanwhile, may the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, pour 
out upon all who attend this conference the gifts of wis- 
dom and charity; and, as an augury of these gifts and as 
a proof of Our paternal affection, We lovingly impart the 
Apostolic blessing to you, Our Beloved Son, and to Our 
Venerable Brethren the Archbishops and Bishops, and to 
all the clergy and people committed to your care. 

“Given at Rome at S. Peter’s on the 16th day of Sep- 
tember in the year 1922, in the first year of Our Pon- 
tificate. Prus PP. XI.” 















